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HERITAGE AND MISSION 


Dean Inge stated that the only hope for the future of England is to be 


found among those to whom her past is dear. In the important area of the 
Church’s life now before us, hope for our future in World Missions exists 


among those by whom previous accomplishments and experiences are cherished. 
The mission which lies ahead is not separable from the heritage which is behind. 


We confront now what obedience requires of us today and tomorrow. It 
remains our task to think boldly and to plan creatively, that we may be alert 
to the possibilities and impossibilities of our time. Amidst changing world 
conditions, with developing sister Churches and new forms of mission, our 
task will be different and difficult. Missionaries abroad face varying patterns, 
churches at home confront changing ideas, and both experience new chal- 
lenges. As manifold adjustments are a constant demand, enduring principles 
will find expression in diverse approaches. We need not fear hardships or 
uncertainties or adjustments if we are obedient, for the Holy Spirit crowns 
faithful witness with fruitfulness. 


—Dr. T. Watson Street, upon his 
introduction to U.S. Assembly as 
new Executive Secretary of 
World Missions. 












This issue of the Journal represents 
a sort of “lull” between Assembly 
reports. Beginning next week we ex- 
pect to have full coverage of the 
U.P.U.S.A. (Northern Presbyterian) 
Assembly meeting in Buffalo, N. Y. 
(May 17-24). And then, after the 
first of June, we hope to report the 
similar meetings of other Presbyterian 
and Reformed bodies. 





Several months ago (Jan. 18) we re- 
ported here the deadlock in the Ohio 
Board of Education because one of the 
members refused to allow a statement 
of policy to pass which contained a 
reference to “spiritual values” in ed- 
ucation. Now we hear that the dead- 
lock has been broken with the follow- 
ing statement approved: “Community 
factors and parental influence have a 
strong bearing on the concepts and 
the moral and spiritual values children 
acquire...” The Board voted down 
an amendment which would have 
strengthened the statement somewhat. 
No violation of the separation of 
Church and State there. As a matter 
of fact, nothing there at all, in our 
opinion. 





Congratulations and a_ beautiful 
King James Bible to Mrs. C. J. Beach 
of the Chittenango, New York, Pres- 
byterian church, for perfectly reciting 
the Shorter Catechism! 


And also to the following young 
people from the Melrose church, 
Princeton, W. Va., the Rev. Paul Bohn, 
pastor: Larry James Austin, Judy Kay 
Bailey, David Paul Bohn, Marcia Ann 
Bohn. 


And also to the following young 
men of the First Church, Bainbridge, 
Ga., the Rev. Eade Anderson, pastor: 
Monte Frank Cech, Julius Jesse Cox, 
III, Burton Heath Cox, Eugene Lee 
Trulock. 





Time has almost run out in the de- 
bate over Federal aid to education. If 
you have not yet written your Con- 
gressman do so today... or consider 
that you share the responsibility for 
the vote when it comes. 
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WHY SOME HAVE NOT 
YET HEARD 

96 of the world’s population is 
English speaking. 

91% of the world’s population does 
NOT speak English. 

90% of the Christians of the world 
are found among the 9% who speak 
English. 

10% of the Christians of the world 
are found among the 91% who do not 
speak English. 

94% of all preachers of the Gospel 
work among the 9% who do speak 
English. 

6% of the preachers of the Gospel 
work among 91% who do not speak 
English.—Selected. 





ECUADOR — Despite some oppo- 
sition, a new mission school has opened 
in this densely populated area 
(Cuvinche) near Quito. Although some 
children have been influenced to stay 
away from the school, supported by 
the United Andean Mission, mission- 
aries report 16 pupils enrolled. An 
Ecuadorian Christian is teaching the 
classes and missionaries report that 
sympathy for the school is increasing 
among the people of Cuvinche. Also 
literacy classes are being held for the 
older people of the area who have 
never learned to read or write. 





KOREA—The Ho Nam Theological 
Institute in Kwanju is merging with 
two other similar schools in this prov- 
ince. The “thorough-going reorgani- 
zation,” writes the principal of the 
new school, Presbyterian U.S. Mis- 
sionary the Rev. George T. Brown, is 
aimed at strengthening the training 
program for lay and ordained workers. 
It will enable graduates to receive 
two years’ credit at the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea’s seminary in Seoul. 

—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions 





Fourth Leader Named 
For Aug. 16 Program 


Addition of a fourth minister to 
the list of leaders who will appear 
on the August 16 “Journal Day” 
program has been announced. Dr. 
Herman A. Hoyt, dean of Grace 
Theological Seminary, Winona 
Lake, Ind., will give the opening 
devotional. 


The day-long program for sup- 
porters of the Presbyterian Journal 
will be held at the First Presbyter- 
ian church, Weaverville, N. C. The 
featured speakers will be Dr. Man- 
ford Geo. Gutzke of Columbia Semi- 
nary, retiring Executive Secretary 
C. Darby Fulton of the (Presby- 
terian, U.S.) Board of World Mis- 
sions and noted Bible lecturer Frank 
Crossley Morgan. Additional de- 
tails of the program will be an- 
nounced later. 











Court Awards Control 
To Church Majority 


WICHITA, Kan. (RNS)—A Kansas 
District Cout ruled that a majority 
vote determines the affairs of the 
First Baptist church here, thus up- 
holding the majority’s right to use of 
the church property after voting itself 
out of affiliation with the American 
Baptist Convention and two related 
groups. The minority, loyal to the 
American Baptist Convention and to 
state and local organizations affilited 
with the ABC, had sought to prevent 
the majority from having access to 
the church. 


The 4,300-member church voted in 
March, 1960, to withdraw support of 
the American Baptist Convention and 
related bodies since they participated 
in the National Council of Churches. 
A majority vote five months later 
withdrew the church from affiliation 
with the ABC and state and local 
groups. 





The biography of multiplied thousands of 
Americans could well be Hurry, Worry, 
and Bury.—J. E. Haggan. 


‘Battle’ on Unbelief 
Seen by Episcopalian 


TRENTON, N. J. (RNS)—A strong 
stand in defense of belief in the Virgin 
Birth as an “absolute of the faith” 
was taken here by Bishop Alfred L. 
Banyard of the Episcopal Diocese of 
New Jersey. In an address delivered 
to the 177th annual convention of the 
diocese, the bishop said that in the 
“war against evil which the Church 
has been waging for nearly 20 cen- 
turies” it is now engaged in a “battle 
against unbelief.” 


He labeled as “works of the devil” 
attempts on the part of “members and 
leaders (in) deciding individually how 
the doctrine, discipline, worship and 
polity of our Church are to be 
changed.” The Church, he told his lis- 
teners, is “‘neither a theosophical so- 
ciety nor a forum for philosophical 
speculation.” 


He further explained the “creeds 
say what the Church believes to be 
the summary of its faith.”” Those who 
do not believe the creeds should “not 
hold office,” he asserted. 


Although he did not mention Bishop 
James A. Pike of California specifi- 
cally, it was obvious that his criticism 
was aimed at Bishop Pike’s question- 
ing of the Virgin Birth. Bishop Ban- 
yard told the convention that he bowed 
to no one in the field of New Testa- 
ment scholarship and in conclusion 
warned: “This is to serve notice on 
all who seek to weaken the articles of 
the Christian faith and to destroy the 
faith of men, women and children 
with their heretical teaching.” 





Crusade Prayer Groups 
Start in Five States 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS)—A 
five-state prayer program has been 
launched to prepare for Evangelist 
Billy Graham’s Crusade July 9-16 at 
the Minnesota State Fair Grounds. in 
St. Paul. The Rev. I. O. Kronstad, 
pastor of Bethany Lutheran church 
here and chairman of the crusade 
prayer committee, said weekly “cot- 
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tage” prayer meetings are planned in 


homes throughout Minnesota, Iowa, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Wis- 
consin in addition to prayer sessions 
in business firms, schools, factories 
and other places. 


“We are convinced,” said Pastor 
Kronstad, “that the success of Evan- 
gelist Graham’s efforts will be in direct 
proportion to the amount of time 
which Christians spend in prayer in 
behalf of the crusade. We are asking 
God to send to this area a much- 
needed spiritual awakening.” 


Meanwhile, churches in Columbus, 
Ohio, have invited the evangelist to 
conduct an all-Ohio crusade there in 
1962, with weekend rallies planned in 
other cities of the state. 





‘Deeply Entrenched’ 


Billy Graham’s three-week cru- 


sade in Manchester, England — an 
industrial center that has never 
responded to evangelism —- was 


scheduled to begin May 25. Before 
leaving his Montreat, N. C., home 
the evangelist told the Journal: 
“This is probably one of the most 
difficult assignments in the history 
of mass evangelism. The area into 
which we are going is one in which 
anti-Christian forces are perhaps 
as deeply entrenched as anywhere 
else in all England. Please ask the 
readers of the Journal to pray for 
the crusade.” 











CE To Honor Graham 


COLUMBUS, Ohio—Evangelist Billy 
Graham will receive International 
Youth’s Distinguished Service Citation 
at the 46th International Christian 
Endeavor Convention to be held in 
Chicago, Illinois, July 5-8, according 
to Harold E. Westerhoff, general sec- 
retary of the International Society of 
Christian Endeavor. 


Dr. Graham will be presented the 
award at the evening mass meeting 
on Friday, July 7, by Dr. Clyde W. 
Meadows, president of the Interna- 
tional Society. He will be the ninth 
recipient of this honor. Those who 
have previously received it are Ad- 
miral Richard E. Byrd, Herbert C. 
Hoover, Harold E. Stassen, Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling, the late Mrs. Helen Lyon 
Jones, Theodore McKeldin, Congress- 
man Walter H. Judd, and Richard M. 
Nixon. 


UPUSA Union Motion Prepared by Agencies 


NEW YORK—Two official agencies 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. prepared a resolution in 
advance of the UPUSA General As- 
sembly to implement the “Blake-Pike” 
plan for union of four denominations. 


Details of the resolution were re- 
leased to the press May 12, five days 
before the opening of the Buffalo 
Assembly. The sponsors were identi- 
fied as the Committee on Church 
Union and the Division of Ecumenical 
Relations of the Commission on Ecu- 
menical Mission and Relations. 


Key points of the document in- 
clude: Establishment of a nine-man 
negotiating committee, headed by Dr. 
James I. McCord of Princeton Semi- 
nary; an invitation to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church “to join with us in 
an invitation to the Methodist Church 
and the United Church of Christ to 
participate for the establishment of 
a united Church truly Catholic and 
truly Reformed’; and communications 


to other Churches, encouraging them 
to join in the negotiations. 


The resolution also directs the 
Stated Clerk (Eugene Carson Blake) 
to write the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
and the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, expressing “the readiness of 
the United Presbyterians to respond to 
their invitations to discuss reunion and 
a ‘warm invitation’ to them to partici- 
pate in the hoped-for negotiations.” 
The portion of the resolution made 
public does not further explain the 
“invitations” from the U.S. (Southern) 
Church or the Cumberland Church, 
which are included in the instructions 
to the Stated Clerk. Neither Assembly 
has extended any such invitation since 
the “Blake-Pike” plan was proposed. 
The U.S. Assembly in Dallas rejected 
overtures asking it to participate in 
“Blake-Pike” type negotiations. 





There is no little sin because there is no 
little God to sin against—Robert Strong. 





Spare Gospel Hymns, 


(Editor’s Note: The following is 
taken from Dr. George Cornell’s regu- 
lar column syndicated by the Asso- 
ciated Press.) 


NEW YORK — Comes now a voice 
from the hinterland to protest the 
moves by church music specialists to 
eliminate the old Gospel songs from 
the hymnbooks. 


The process has been going on for 
some time now, in various denomina- 
tions. 


With a commission now working to 
revise the Methodist hymnbook, the 
Rev. Roy Delamotte, a circuit pastor 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, has un- 
leashed a plea for preserving the sim- 
ple Gospel numbers. 


“While music may be a matter of 
principle with the classes, it’s a mat- 
ter of taste with the masses,” he writes 
in the church magazine, Christian Ad- 
vocate. 


Most denominational hymnbooks al- 
ready have dropped many Gospel 
songs, such as “The Old Rugged Cross” 
and substituted more classical hymns, 
many based on medieval chants and 
chorales. 


The Rev. Mr. Delamotte, a young 
minister who holds a Ph.D., from Yale, 
maintains that while Gospel songs may 


not be musically the best, ordinary 
people sing them with relish, and 
that’s better than ‘‘a resentful silence.” 


“If a devout Methodist gets a bang 
out of belting out, ‘In the Sweet Bye 
and Bye,’ I for one shall not insist 
that he sing instead that good, old- 
fashioned hymn of A. D. 1336 ‘Alla 
Trinita Beata’,” he adds. 


He says the hymn preferences of 
common folk need to be recognized 
‘if we still have hopes of preventing 
our once dynamic denomination from 
being strangled forever in a white 
collar.” 


The Rev. Mr. Delamotte, pastor of 
the Louisville, Ky.,-Mentor, Tenn., 
Methodist circuit, adds: “I fully ex- 
pect that in our next hymnal the con- 
scientious masters of music will have 
dutifully snipped the last tenuous ties 
that bound the heartstrings of the 
common man to Methodism — our 
Gospel songs and hymns.” 


A favorite hymns poll, in which 
4,950 members of the Church of the 
Nazarene voted, showed “How Great 
Thou Art,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” 
and “Amazing Grace,’ at the top of 
the list. 


Most Protestant hymnbooks used to 
include the two latter songs, but few 
do, anymore. (See p. 18.) 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 31, 1961 








ao CO Ve 


or Tf & rh 


DESIGNED FOR MUSIC 


In the proper ordering of public 
worship there is probably no more 
important decision facing a church 
than the correct placement of com- 
munion table, pulpit, choir, and organ. 
Needless to say, there are complex 
problems involved in such a decision. 
As we discuss possible solutions to the 
problem, it will help to have in mind 


various possibilities. Several well- 
known arrangements are pictured 
herewith. 


While the Victorian appeal of the 
“Akron plan” (a) has dimmed for 
most modern congregations because of 
its unappealing aesthetic qualities, the 
contemporary trend of the so-called 
“divided chancel” (b) presents almost 
as many problems to the church. Vis- 
ually, there is no denying that this 
arrangement is very attractive in its 
symmetry. Unfortunately, as a church 
musician I must say that a divided 
choir with half of the singers unable 


A: Akron Plan 
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to see the director except through 
mirrors is far from ideal, and it pre- 
sents many problems in regard to 
balance and diction that are difficult 
to overcome except in the most ideal 
situations. 


Secondly, the organ in such an ar- 
rangement suffers greatly. In most 
instances the organ pipes are rele- 
gated to the obscurity of entombment 
in side organ chambers. Not only is 
it difficult for the higher frequencies 
to get around the corner into the body 
of the church in such cases, but the 
wind pressure and voicing techniques 
of the organ must be altered consider- 
ably and many times the tone of the 
instrument emerges in a harsh or 
strident manner. 


In addition, many ministers serious- 
ly doubt the suitability of such an 
arrangement for a Reformed Church. 
No less an authority than Dr. Julian 
Price Love, in Monday Morning, says 


LEGEND 


A: 1) pulpit; 2) choir; 3) organ; 
4) congregation; 5) 
table. 


communion 


B: 1) pulpit; 2) choir; 3) con- 
gregation; 4) lectern; 5) organ 
console; 6) organ chambers; 7) 
communion table. 


C: 1) organ; 2) pulpit; 3) con- 
gregation; 4) communion table; 
5) choir. 


D-1: 1) pulpit; 2) congregation; 
3) choir; 4) organ; 5) communion 
table. 


D-2: 1) communion table; 2) pul- 
pit; 3) congregation; 4) 
5) organ; 6) pulpit. 


choir; 


DR. RICHARD M. PEEK 


that this arrangement emphasizes the 
sacramental aspect of worship at the 
expense of the spoken word, and con- 
cludes that a true Protestant sym- 
bolism is only found in a unified 
chancel, where a pulpit stands in the 
center with the communion table di- 
rectly in front of it. 


If these two arrangements are less 
than satisfactory, what, then, may be 
said of the remaining ones? Most of 
us remember the frontal arrangement 
(c) popular in the last century with 
its gilt organ display pipes dominating 
the front of the church and the pulpit 
squarely in the middle. Shearing this 
picture of its plush Victorian trim- 
mings, we can find some things to 
recommend this arrangement. The 
organ and choir do speak well into 
the church, and there is centrality of 
both word and sacrament. An interest- 
ing and improved version of this 
method of placement appeared in the 
February 1 issue of the Journal. 


B: Divided Chancel 
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However, As a worshiper in such an 
arrangement, I must confess that I 
am continually distracted by watching 
the movements and facial contortions 
of the choir, not to mention the all- 
too-visible conducting of the choir di- 
rector (this may be minimized by plac- 
ing director and organ console in a 
pit). Again, however, eminent theo- 
logical opinion can be found to mili- 
tate against this solution. The late 
Henry Sloane Coffin said, “A choir 
should be placed where its members 
feel themselves part of the worshiping 
congregation. No location is less calcu- 
lated to do this than an elevated 
baleony behind the pulpit, where they 
and the congregation stare into each 
other’s faces, and they see the back 
of the minister’s head, and often hear 
prayer and sermon imperfectly” (The 
Public Worship of God). 


There remains to be considered the 
rear (or side) gallery placement of 
organ and choir (d1&2). This plan 
has much to recommend it. Histor- 
ically, it has the sanction of the great 
Reformed churches of Holland and 
Germany, as well as our sister churches 
of the Lutheran persuasion. Leaving 
the chancel area to be solved in a 
central or divided fashion according 
to the wishes of the individual church, 
let us proceed to a consideration of 
the musical values in such an arrange- 
ment. 


In a rear setting the organ need not 
be buried in an organ chamber, but 
can be free-standing in a casework 
against the back wall, and voiced in 
a mild, unforced manner with low 
wind pressure which, as a good organ 


C: Central Frontal Position 
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builder will tell you, is an ideal situ- 


ation. Such a placement also has in 
its favor the economic fact that a 
much smaller organ can serve the 
needs of a congregation. An organ 
installed inside the sanctuary at the 
rear, with 20 sets of pipes will produce 
the volume of one of about 40 placed 
in a side chamber in the front. In 
this connection it is interesting to note 
the recent recommendation of the 
music committee of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches to the effect that the 
organ should be placed high in a rear 
gallery of the church, speaking di- 
rectly into the church and sharing 
the same ceiling as the church itself. 


There is another strong reason for 
a rear installation. The balcony choir 
is in a position to function exception- 
ally well as an extension of the con- 
gregation in the manner that Re- 
formed doctrine declares it to be. Not 
only is there less feeling that the 
choir’s part of the service is a concert 
performance, but the congregational 
singing is buttressed to a remarkable 
extent by both choir and organ from 
the balcony. As in the case of the 
organ, a smaller body of singers in 
the gallery produce the same effect 
as a much larger group in the frontal 
divided arrangement. Not the least 
recommendation which we can make 
for this placement is the freedom 
which it grants the choir leader to 
direct his group without fear of dis- 
tracting worshipers. The grouping of 
his singers directly before him in one 
central body tends to achieve a rapport 
not often possible in a divided ar- 
rangement. 


D-1: Gallery & Central Pulpit 
































There are arguments against this 
solution, just as there are against the 
other alternatives. Some ‘people fee| 
that the choir leads the congregation 
visually as well as musically, and 
there are those who feel that a lack 
of participation in the service by the 
musicians is apparent when the choir 
is removed so far from the center of 
worship. The answer to the first ob- 
jection lies in the fact that most of us 
are used to seeing the choir in the 
front. I seriously doubt that we will 
find it at all disturbing to have them 
in the balcony after they have been 
there a Sunday or two. The answer 
to the second, I believe, lies in the 
dedication of the musicians themselves. 
If they are seriously committed to 
Christ and His church, there will be 
no problem wherever they are placed. 
If they are not, on the other hand, 
then no favored placement, including 
the one in front looking directly at 
the congregation, will make much 
difference. 


On the whole, all things considered, 
the reasons for this final placement 
so far outweigh its limitations that 
I cannot, as a churchman and church 
musician, subscribe whole-heartedly to 
any other. If our aim in church music 
is that of the Shorter Catechism, 
namely “to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever,” it follows that we 
should seek to do so in as effective 
a manner as possible. 

Dr. Peek, director of the annual 
Montreat, N. C., music conference, is 
minister of music in the Covenant 
Presbyterian church, Charlotte, N. C. 


D-2: Gallery & Divided Front 
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Spiritual Maturity 


The abiding problem of the Lord 
Jesus with the Twelve was to bring 
them to spiritual maturity. Even af- 
ter three years of His fellowship and 
teaching, even after His crucifixion 
and post-resurrection teaching, when 
He was about to return to heaven, 
their minds were still upon matter, 
not upon Spirit. In an obsession of 
blind materialism, they asked Him, 
“Wilt Thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 


They were not yet mature spiritual- 
ly. They were still lacking in spirit- 
ual vision. 


When the Lord Jesus taught the 
Twelve (Matt. 16:21-23) that He must 
be killed and raised again the third 
day, Peter began to rebuke Him, say- 
ing, “Lord, this shall not be to Thee.” 


Jesus said to Peter, “Get thee be- 
hind Me, Satan.” Peter had not yet 
learned to perceive the deepest spirit- 
ual truth. Peter was still spiritually 
deficient. 


At the last supper before the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ, the disciples 
argued among themselves over pri- 
ority and prestige. The Lord knelt 
on the floor and washed each of the 
disciples’ feet. Still they failed to 
grasp its spiritual implication. Even 
yet, they were spiritually incomplete. 


When Christ went to the Cross 
(Matt. 26:56), “All the disciples for- 
sook Him and fled.” None of them 
had a true spiritual grasp of what 
He had taught them. All of them 
were still spiritually unprepared. 


After His resurrection, the Lord 
Jesus appeared to two of them on the 
Emmaus road (Luke 24:13ff). Still 
blind to revelation truth which He 
kad taught them over and over from 
the Word, He was compelled to say 
to those two, “O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets 


have spoken...” Then, “beginning 
at Moses and all the ‘prophets, He ex- 
pounded unto them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself.” 
What He was really saying to the two 
on the Emmaus road was: “you have 
not yet learned to hear and believe 
My Word. Spiritually, you are still 
immature.” 


After the resurrection, Thomas had 
said, “Except I shall see (John 20: 
25) ... and put my finger... and 
thrust my hand into His side, I will 
not believe.” 


Later the Lord appeared to the dis- 
ciples in the upper room and said to 
doubting Thomas, ‘Reach hither thy 
finger reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into My side... Be not 
faithless, but believing.” O Thomas, 
grow up — spiritually! 


THE DIFFERENCE — PENTECOST 


This spiritual immaturity was only 
overcome — at Pentecost. 


Only at Pentecost did they receive 
the promised power. Only at Pente- 
cost was the double promise fulfilled: 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s power 
to witness; the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit’s conviction of sin upon the 
world, to draw the world with rushing 
feet and penitent hearts to those now 
prepared to witness. 


Without Pentecost, they were cowed 
and fearful, spiritually imperfect, hid- 
ing lest the fate that befell Jesus, also 
destroy them. Without Pentecost no 
convicted sinner ran to hear their 
witness. Without Pentecost—despite 
all that had gone before — they were 
still unprepared to witness to the grace 
of a redeeming Saviour, victoriously. 


Only the Fire of Pentecost lifted 
them out of the pit of fear, endow- 
ing them with enough courage to 
slap a lion in the face! 


CARLOS GREENLEAF FULLER 


But endued with the Power of 
Pentecost, the very ones who had 
shortly before cried out for the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ now, under the 
mighty Pentecostal Holy Spirit con- 
viction of their heinous sin in reject- 
ing the Messiah, ran headlong to find 
the Spirit-empowered disciples—cry- 
ing out in anguish after Peter’s ser- 
mon — “What shall we do?” 


In that notable day, and in follow- 
ing days of demonstrated Pentecostal 
Power, thousands were added to the 
Lord. Only one thing transformed 
timid, slinking disciples into witnesses 
for Jesus Christ who were now as 
bold as lions. This revolution was 
accomplished only by the Holy Spirit’s 
fullness. 


The Holy Spirit had worked upon 
and within the disciples before, in 
many ways. But never before were 
these followers of Jesus Christ filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Their spiritual 
immaturity was only overcome by the 
Holy Spirit’s fullness. 


This is worth noting, that the great- 
est single experience of spiritual unity 
in history, Pentecost, came not to an 
isolated individual, but to a group of 
individuals. They had recognized and 
appropriated the fact of their spiritual 
unity, their oneness before God and 
in God. Joined together in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there followed in nat- 
ural order, the fruits of Pentecost. 
Petty divisions fell away, pride of po- 
sition lay behind them, they learned 
to rejoice in the good things in the 
lives of one another without envy; 
they were filled with humility, with 
utter trust in God, with a genuine 
and undiluted love for one another. 


That was but the Beginning. With 
continually cleansed hearts, they be- 
gan, with eternal vigilance, humbly 
but boldly to use the Power given, 
knowing it was not a personal pos- 


PAGE 7 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 31, 1961 





session but was all of God, to be per- 
petually resought and used in faith- 
ful witness if it were to be retained. 


At the time of regeneration, accord- 
ing to the clear promise and experi- 
ence of the Word, this Power of Pente- 
cost is the spiritual inheritance of ev- 
ery believer. And when received in 
spiritual unity with others, it is the 
final essential preparation for the 
kind of Christian witness such as es- 
tablished the Christian era. 


Without this heavenly gift, such 
Christian witness as those early dis- 
ciples gave, is impossible. It is just 
as impossible as to assume that one 
ean drive away an automobile with- 
out an engine in it. 


A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


It has taken me a long time to re- 
alize this. A long time ago I recog- 
nized and acknowledged this supreme 
truth, intellectually. But intellectual 
assent never gave me the Power of 
Pentecost. 


At my boyhood conversion, the 
Holy Spirit entered my life with great 
love and joy and peace. Unnumbered 
times through the years since, I have 
thanked the Father for blessing me 
and directing me with His Holy Spirit. 
But as wonderful and blessed as many 
experiences of spiritual communion 
with the Father have been, I know 
now that they were not the incredible, 
overwhelming invasion of the Fullness 
of the Holy Spirit that filled every- 
one of the one hundred and twenty 
at Pentecost. Like the disciples be- 
fore Pentecost, for an extensive period 
of my Christian life, I had been spirit- 
ually immature! 


No words can describe my profound 
gratitude for the privilege of over 
twenty-one years of formal education. 
I believe that every individual should 
have the opportunity for the fullest 
measure of what we call formal educa- 
tion, as he is capable of desiring, 
seeking, and receiving. If a single 
mind anywhere on earth is left in men- 
tal darkness, that mind is robbed of 
its just inheritance. To that extent, 
the whole world is poorer. 


Nevertheless, it is plain to me now 
that a degree from a divinity school 
alone, did not fit me to witness to the 
redemption of Jesus Christ with the 
power of a Peter or a Paul. It did 
not give me the power of witness 
equal to the most obscure or humble 
member of the one hundred and 
twenty in the Upper Room, either man 
or woman. 


In many respects, those years in 
divinity school were a precious intel- 
lectual and spiritual birthright. They 
gave me affectionate fellowships for 
which I lack all capacity to repay. 
They opened up visions of truth and 
beauty that filled me with breathless 
wonder. In faculty and students alike, 
I beheld the evidence of a goodness 
I did not possess. With avid spiritual 
hunger, I devoured great ideas, en- 
riching fellowships, soul searching ex- 
periences. Yet I know now, beyond 
all doubt, that no experience in di- 
vinity school, individually or collective- 
ly, gave me the Power of Pentecost. 


I now believe that I should have 
been nurtured to expect; and inspired 
to persist in seeking; and led into the 
fellowship of spiritual unity where I 
waited — however long was necessary 
before God — until I (and all in such 
a seeking group) had fallen on me, the 
Fire and Power of Pentecost. Despite 
all else which I had in my preparation 
for Christian witness, and however 
good all of it was, without the Power of 
Pentecost, I was still spiritually imma- 
ture. I still lacked the one thing 
needful! 


No witness that I ever gave drew 
convicted sinners thronging to hear 
my testimony of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. No access of spiritual power 
in my life overwhelmed believers 
within the sanctuary, and unbelievers 
outside the sanctuary, with the awe- 
some sense of God’s Holy Presence 
pervading a whole community. 


Yet that was true at Pentecost. 
Through the first centuries of the 
Christian era, it was true. It was 
true of the witness of John Wesley, 
Charles Wesley, George Whitefield. 
It was true of the witness of Jonathan 
Edwards. It was true of the witness 
of Charles Finney. It was true of 
the witness of Evans Roberts in Wales. 





I now believe this was, and is, the 
intention of God for every local 
church as well as for every individual 
believer. 


The steadily increasing crime and 
lowered moral standards in the na- 
tion, and the acute crises among and 
between nations, clearly reveals that 
no power the Church has yet exercised 
has made an overwhelmingly visible 
dent in our unregenerate world, let 
alone upon the nominal Christian 
world. These are facts that even sen- 
sitive children can acutely feel today, 
even while adult believers dismiss their 
implications with a faintly superior 
smile and a shrug of the shoulders. 


If no power on earth yet fully used 
has provided the remedy for our sick 
world, is it unnatural to seek for a 
still greater power that has been ad- 
equately proven for any honest and 
impartial judge of the available evi- 
dence? In the greatest crisis of man- 
kind, is it not the path of the highest 
wisdom, to seek the greatest available 
Power? 


God’s supreme invasion of humanity 
— to form the initial body of Christ— 
came at Pentecost. God still yearns 
to release this Power upon every be- 
liever, through every church. 


There is no problem of man that 
will not yield to the manifestation in 
every local church of the Power of an 
earth-wide Pentecost. Any individual, 
any dedicated church fellowship, could 
seek and receive this mighty Power, 
as a Pentecost group experience. They 
could thereby set off a world wide 
chain reaction of redemptive spiritual 
unity in the body of Christ. 


Why do we wait to seek it? Why 
will we not wait upon God until we 
receive it! 


— Central Square, N. Y. 





on profession of faith. 


ports were concerned. 





Summary of Membership Statistics 1960 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


27 Presbyteries placed more members on retired roll than were received 


6 Synods showed the same results. 
23 Presbyteries lost in total membership. 
8 Synods lost in total membership. 


4 Presbyteries gained total from 2 to 12 members each. 





The above is on the basis of 83 Presbyteries as changes in boundaries 
did not take effect until January 1, 1961 in so far as Sessional Re- 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation ‘‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you ga 


‘for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s 7 4 Som Store 
Clinton, C. 

D. B. Smith. Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Liyes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. 

Cc. E. Hinson, "Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

7 & Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Megr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
—— Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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EDIJORIALS 


Anything Is What You Make Of It 


Commenting on an editorial in a 
back issue of the Journal respecting 
the radical new ideas emerging in 
camps and conferences programming, 
a reader has written us. With sum- 
mer approaching his remarks are worth 
pondering: 


There is nothing basically wrong 
with the method of small-group 
camping, to my way of thinking. 
The content is largely what the in- 
dividual counselors make it, just 
as the Sunday School class is (with- 
in limits) what the teacher makes 
it. Quiet time, Bible study, prayer 
and worship are “naturals” in an 
outdoor setting. Our Lord talked 
of lilies, water, fish, seeds, plants, 
fig trees, foxes, serpents, 
rock, rain, floods, sheep, 
sparrows, birds of the air, etc., 
using them as object lessons, and 
analogies to convey deep spiritual 
truths. . . . Of course camp is not 
just a huge object lesson only. It 
is a place where Christians can 


vines, 
storms, 


grow in interpersonal relations and 
non-Christians see perhaps for the 
first time close up what everyday 
Christian living is like. 


That comment is very well taken. 
And it reminds us that anything de- 
pends on what you make of it. This 
is true of panel discussions, buzz 
groups, classroom procedures, preach- 
ing. A pulpit is a place for the procla- 
mation of God’s truth. It is also a 
place where the Lord’s Name may be 
taken vainly. 


A camping situation can be the 
finest environment for Christian evan- 
gelism and nurture. Some of the 
strongest memories we have are of 
vesper hours in a green dell; of deeply 


moving testimonies given about a 


campfire. 


In the comments we have made 
about modern camping theories, we 
have sought to point out that every- 
thing depends on WHAT HAPPENS 
AT THE CAMPFIRE. 


Friendship, fellowship, Koinonia— 
or what have you—do not bring a 
person to know Christ, although they 
may provide a suitable setting for 
evangelism or nurture. The point is 
that the setting must never be con- 
fused with the task. ‘“Isn’t the night 
beautiful and doesn’t it remind you of 
God?” cannot and will never take the 
place of “Jesus Christ died for your 
sins according to the Scriptures.” 


Make the small-group camping ex- 
perience a learning experience and let 
the learning be of the Word of God, 
of the witness of faithful men and of 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit. Thus 
camping will become a spiritually en- 
riching experience as well as a good 
time out of doors. 


Your leaders will go home frus- 
trated if it is anything less. And the 
young people themselves will go home 
dissatisfied if it is anything less. The 
reason why camping programs are in 
trouble today is that they have too 
often been very much less. “Inter- 
personal relationships” are, of them- 
selves, devoid of spiritual significance. 
They can often become utterly boring. 


On the other hand, establishing a 
relationship with Jesus Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit through the 
use of the means God has provided— 
His Word—in the hands of sympa- 
thetic witnesses can be a thrilling 
experience. 





We have had requests for clarifica- 
tion of the recent Assembly’s action 
refusing to adopt a resolution opposing 
Federal aid to private and parochial 
schools, in view of the fact that a 
variety of Church bodies (including 


Federal Aid to Education 


the NCC) have come out strongly 
against such aid. 


Others may have their own opinions 
but ours is that remarks by Dr. John 
D. Moseley, President of Austin Col- 








lege, Sherman, Texas, made up the 
mind of the Assembly. Dr. Moseley 
reminded the commissioners that cer- 
tain types of loans are now benefitting 
colleges, college students and faculty. 
He told the Assembly that Presby- 
terians had better be ready with their 
pocketbooks when they petition the 
government to stop aid to private and 
parochial schools. In our opinion it 
was the pocketbook consideration that 
did it ... plus the interest of a few 
who actually believe that parochial 
schools should be supported with tax 
money. 





The Creed Still Stands 


Both secular and religious press 
have told the world that the Southern 
Presbyterian Church “softened’’ its 
doctrine of Predestination at the Dal- 
las General Assembly. 


Just for the record, though: Not 
one word in the Confession of Faith 
was changed. And the ordination vows 
of teaching and ruling elders in that 
Church still call for unqualified ac- 
ceptance of the Confession. 


It’s true. The Assembly did con- 
demn a key part of the Confession. 
That was a most unfortunate action 
in our opinion. The framers of the 
report on Predestination were wise, 
however, in recognizing that if this 
important section were removed, the 
unity of the document would be de- 
stroyed. 


The Creed still stands. Officers still 
subscribe to it. And those who find 
themselves in disagreement with it 
are still bound by their ordination 
vows to report the changes in their 
thinking. 





Consistently Left-Wing 


One Rev. Robert Moon, a Methodist 
cleric from Fresno, Calif., is back in 
the news again. At the San Francisco 
meeting of the National Council of 
Churches, Mr. Moon started the fire- 
works over the controversial motion 
picture, “Operation Abolition,” declar- 
ing that students who rioted in San 
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Francisco against the Un-American 
Activities Committee were not violent, 
were in fact, orderly and disciplined. 


Now Mr. Moon is responsible for an 
action taken by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Methodist Board of 
Christian Social Concern, which con- 
demned the Kennedy administration’s 
Cuban policy and called on the U.S. 
to re-establish, diplomatic relations 
with Cuba. The action occurred in the 
form of a statement adopted by the 
Committee after a convocation § in 
Washington, May 1. 


In our opinion, Mr. Moon’s remarks, 
both in Washington and in San Fran- 
cisco, say more about Mr. Moon than 
they do about the House Un-American 
Activities Committee or the Admin- 
istration. 





Shifted Cargo 


One of the most dangerous happen- 
ings on a freight-carrying ship is for 
the cargo to shift. The ship lists to 
one side or the other; it becomes dif- 
ficult to navigate; it becomes inef- 
ficient and it may even capsize and 
sink. 


As one reads the voluminous daily 
reports from Religious News Service; 
the debates and decisions of various 
church conferences; the activities of 
Church leaders as reported in the sec- 
ular press; and much of the literature 
pouring from religious presses, there 
is foreed on one the question: Has 
the cargo in the Church shifted? 


The Church of Jesus Christ is in 
the world primarily to witness to the 
death and resurrection of the Son of 
God. It is this message which is the 
“eargo” she is to carry to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 


But in the total picture of the 
Church’s activities one gets the im- 
pression that in entirely too many 
places the Gospel with its central 
message is shifted far to one side. 
There is so much being said and done 
about making, the Gospel relevant to 
the world situation that we forget that 
the procedure needs to be revised. It 
is the world which must be conformed 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





NO KING BUT CAESAR 


Standing before Pilate the chief 
priests and officers denounced Jesus, 
demanding His execution. It seems 
passing strange that these religious 
leaders should have been so moved by 
jealousy and hate that they should 
have regarded murder as the only 
answer. 


Then, when twitted by Pilate: 
“Shall I crucify your King?” they 
answered: “We have no king but 
Caesar,” acknowledging the authority 
and rule of the hated Roman emperor. 


How easy to sit back and regard 
with contempt those craven men! How 
easy to think piously that, had we 
been there, we would have had no 
part in such ghastly proceedings! 


But it is very easy to become a 
part of the denials of our own time. 
The “Caesar” of today does not live 
in Rome — he lives on the throne of 
worldly conformity, status seeking, 
personal pleasure or convenience — 
he lives wherever anything is given 
priority over Christ. 


Conformity to worldly standards on 
the part of Christians does more to 
deny our Lord than any one thing. 
This compromise with the world is 
found in the pulpit and the pew and 
it is having a deadening effect on the 
witness of the Church. 


By our words and actions we only 
too often proclaim, “We have no oth- 
er king but Caesar” and by these 
same words and actions we deny the 
Lord who bought us. 


Here is a place for Spirit-directed 
self examination. It can prove un- 
pleasant, revealing and humbling. 


to Christ. Then, and only then, does 
the relevancy of Christ become opera- 
tive in the world order. 


The tragedy of the present situa- 
tion is that the unbelieving world is 
getting a distorted image of the 
Church — the primacy of her message 
is lost in a maze of peripheral activi- 
ties. Whereas the chief concern of 


Eating in a public place without giv- 
ing thanks is a denial of our Lord. 
Keeping silent when a word should be 
spoken for Him is acknowledging an- 
other king. The tawdry story; the 
shady financial deal; the surrender to 
passion are all forms of declaring to 
the world that “Caesar” is king in 
eur lives. 


Worship of the intellect; desire for 
prestige and power; these and multi- 
plied other things only too often show 
that “Caesar,” not Christ is on the 
throne of our hearts. 


One wonders what thoughts went 
through our Lord’s mind while these 
religious leaders allowed their jeal- 
ousy and hate to lead them to commit 
the supreme political folly of that 
day — acknowledge Caesar as their 
king. 


Nearly two thousand years later 
what thoughts must crowd through 
His mind as He sees many who name 
His Name denying Him in favor of a 
fancied temporal advantage. 


While we confess with our lips, and 
even take a more or less active part 
in the work of the Church, do the 
lives we live most of the time pro- 
claim another allegiance? 


Does an unbelieving world hear us 
say by the voice of our example, “We 
have no other king but Caesar?” 


Caesar died centuries ago. 


Christ also died, but He also rose 
from the dead and it is He who will 
be King of kings. 


Who is our King? 


the Church should be spiritual she has 
increasingly turned to social, political 
and economic matters — all of which 
perish with the using. 


A ship with a shifted cargo is in 
danger. A Church with a shifted em- 
phasis in her message may too stand 
under judgment. 

—L. N. B. 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The lesson today is designed to give us two views of life: one from 
the Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes; the other from the last 
chapter of Paul’s last letter to Timothy. About one thousand 
years separate Solomon’s Ecclesiastes from Paul’s II Timothy. 
Christians, like the ancient Jews, have had considerable trouble 
understanding the real purpose and aim of Ecclesiastes; but no 
one debates the meaning of Paul’s words to Timothy. 
serve our purpose, therefore, if we spend some time in this lesson 
trying to discover why such a book as Ecclesiastes, which seems 
to be more human than spiritual, was included in the canon of 
Scripture. Having learned the real nature and purpose of this 
book, we shall understand better why the Holy Spirit caused 


Solomon to write such a_ book. 
Il. SOLOMON’S ECCLESIASTES (Eccl. 1:16). 


1. The authorship of Ecclesiastes. Who wrote 
Feclesiastes? Some say it came long after Solomon. 
But, the following facts support Solomon as _ the 
author of Ecclesiastes: 


a. The writer of this book is described as “son of 
David” (1:1) and as “king over Israel in Jerusalem” 
(1:12). These descriptions fit Solomon perfectly (II 
Chron. 9:30; 10:17-19) ; in fact, no king after Solomon 
could be thus described, for the kingdom then was 


divided and “Israel” was the name of the northern 
half. 


b. The writer describes himself as a great builder 
(2:4-10). This again fits Solomon perfectly (I Kings 
7: 1ff; 9:1, 15-19). 


c. The writer describes himself as a man of sur- 
passing wisdom (1:16; 2:9). History tells us that 
Solomon was such a man (I Kings 3: 12; 4:30; 10:23). 


d. The writer describes himself as the author of 
many proverbs (12:9). Other sources tell us that 
Solomon was such a man (I Kings 4:32; Prov. 1:1; 
10:1; 25:1). 


e. Furthermore, the close parallel in many places 
between Ecclesiastes and Proverbs supports the view 
that Solomon’s authorship covers both books. 


2. Objections to Solomon’s authorship of Ecclesi- 
astes. Most modern critics of the Bible are of the 
opinion that Solomon did not write Ecclesiastes. We 
shall here deal very briefly with their objestions: 


a. The language of the book. It is said that the 
vocabulary and style of this book are inconsistent with 
the time of Solomon; the book, therefore, must come 
from a later period, perhaps after the captivity. But 
such factors as style and vocabulary are never per- 
suasive in and by themselves. Our knowledge of the 


Lesson for June 11, 1961 
TWO VIEWS OF LIFE 


Bible Material: Ecclesiastes 1:12; 12; 


It will II Timothy 4:6-8. 


Devotional Reading: I Timothy 6:11-16 


Memory Selection: II] Timothy 4:7 





Hebrew language during the time of Solomon is 
too scanty to affirm that a man of Solomon’s vast po- 
tentialities could not have had a larger command of 
Hebrew that we find in other writings of the period. 
(In modern times John Calvin has been credited with 
materially changing the French language by his vo 
luminous writing.) 


b. The use of “was” in 1:12. This is said to sug- 
gest a time long after Solomon’s reign. But the perfect 
tense in Hebrew simply indicates that a thing is com- 
plete—whether past, present or even future. 


c. The implied reference in 1:6 to prior kings in 
Jerusalem. However, even before Saul and David 
reigned, there were kings, even from Melchizedek on- 
ward (Gen. 14:18), who ruled in Jerusalem. 


d. The philosophic and pessimistic tone of this 
book—as if influenced by Greek philosophy of the 
age of Alexander the Great and later. Modern critics, 
who explain things in terms of evolution rather than 
inspiration, refuse to believe that the Bible contains 
views more advanced than those of pagan writers. 
Therefore, they date the Biblical books to match 
pagan literature. But Solomon was eminently quali- 
fied to express the sentiments found in Ecclesiastes; 
God had endowed him with vast resources of knowl- 
edge (I Kings 3:12; 4:29-34; 5:12); and no man had 
such abundant experience in the sensual pleasures of 
life as this man Solomon. 


Thus no objection to the possibility that Solomon 
wrote Ecclesiastes can cause us to doubt that the man 
who describes himself as “the Preacher” (1:1,12; 7:27: 
12:8-10) is none other than Solomon himself. And 
this fact will help us to understand the viewpoint of 
this book. 


3. Some characteristic expressions in Ecclesiastes. 
Each of these expressions will help us to understand 
the real meaning of this book which approaches life 
from the human viewpoint and not from the spiritual. 
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a. The basic word for “man” is Adham (“Adam”). 
This word is found 49 times in this book. Its use 
here indicates that man is being considered as a mem- 
ber of the human race—not under a covenant relation- 
ship of God’s chosen family or household. 


b. The word “God” (Elohim) is found 39 times in 
this book; but the name “LORD” (Jehovah) is not 
once used. This fact, like the previous one, tells us 
plainly that the author means to speak generally of 
God rather than of the Lord in His covenant relation 
to His people. (Here is God in His general work dis- 
cussed, not in His saving work.) 


c. The words “labor” and “travail” (and their re- 
lated forms) are found 36 times. These words express 
the futile and frustrating effect of all labor that is not 
God-centered. 


d. In contrast to the previous statement, we find 
“the work of God” (3:11; 7:13; 8:17; 11:5) as an ex- 
pression used to describe what God is doing in this 
world. Man’s work, if it is to be successful, must be in 
line with God’s work. 


e. The expression “under the sun” is found about 
30 times in this book. This points unmistakably to 
the fact that the author is speaking here of man in his 
natural state—the best that man can learn from the 
light of nature (cf. Ps. 19:1-6; 104). 


f. Such expressions as “vanity of vanities” and “vex- 
ation of spirit” (both of which are quite frequent in 
this book) describe the utter hopelessness and useless- 
ness of all human toil unless it is in line with God’s 
plan and purpose for men. 


4. The teaching of Ecclesiastes. The following points 
will help to crystalize the main ideas in this book. 


a. The curse upon life. The spirit of this book is 
definitely that of Genesis 3—after the curse had been 
pronounced upon man for his disobedience (see Rom. 
8: 18-25) . 


b. The contradictions in life. Many things in life 
are irreconcilable “under the sun” (9:1-3). God's 
providence cannot be clearly seen under the dim 
light by which we see (naturally) in this world. 


c. The cynicism of life. Man is led to futility and 
desperation when he deals with life “under the sun” 
(without God) (6:1-9). He needs something more 
than he can see with human eyes to make this life 
meaningful to him. 


d. The meaninglessness of life. One event in life 
seems to have little connection with another event— 
man “under the sun” cannot see the connection (8:17). 


e. The unavoidable certainties of life. Even life 
“under the sun” has its certainties—death and the 
judgment (7:2; 11:8; 17:7,14). 


_f The true reason for living. True trust (“fear”) 
in God gives a reason for human existence (3:14; 
8:12f; 12:13). The “Preacher”, led to the very door 
of God’s kingdom by the inexorable logic of his rea- 
soning, came to see that life can have real meaning. 
The references to “eating and drinking” (2:24 
3:12f,22; 5:18; 8:15; 9:7-9; 11:9f) are not to be inter- 
preted in an immoral sense (see I Cor. 15:42); rather, 


they speak of the holy enjoyment of physical blessings 
that God has given to man in spite of the curse of 
Adam which rests upon his toil (5:18; 9:9). 


III. SOLOMON’S DRAMA OF LIFE (Eccl. 12). 


The last chapter of Ecclesiastes gives a dramatic 
study of what life is; this chapter fitly summarizes and 
climaxes this book. It is, in a sense, a review of the 
whole book. Witness the following outline: 


1. At the beginning of life (12:1). Youth has its 
possibilities; but even youth must remember that the 
seeds of decay and dissolution are already present. 


2. At the end of life (12:2-6). Most commentators 


agree that the various elements here mentioned de- 
scribe the various parts of the human body. The 
body is subject to deterioration and degeneration 
even from childhood (see 11:8). 


3. Beyond the end of life (12:7). This verse, based 
upon Gen. 2:7, definitely teaches the doctrine of 
immortality (see Eccl. 3:20f). But man’s disobedience 
in the Garden of Eden inevitably brings death (Gen. 
2:17; 3:19; Rom. 5:12). 


4. The hopelessness of this life (12:8). We must 
understand this oft-repeated refrain as the estimate 
of life “under the sun.” Nothing but darkness and 
desperation await the man who can see nothing but 
the present world. 


5. The power of truth in contrast with the vanity 
of life (12:9-12). The reference to “goads” reminds 
us that the Word of God has penetrating qualities 
(see Acts 2:37; 9:5; Heb. 4:12). The “one shepherd” 
is an implicit reference to Christ (see John 10:11,14; 
T Pet. 5:2-4). 


6. The purpose of life (12:13,14). These verses 
sum up the book and bring it to an appropriate 
climax. Like the Law (see Gal.3:19,24), so also this 
Book of Ecclesiastes, rightly understood, leads us to 
Christ. Life “under the sun” can be lived fully only 
“under the Son.” 


IV. PAUL’S VICTORY OVER LIFE 
othy 4:6-8) . 


In these words, written at the very close of Paul’s 
eventful and fruitful life, we find the following: 


(II. Tim- 


1. Paul’s readiness (4:6). He realizes that the end 
of his sojourn has now come; but he is not dejected 
nor in despair—even though his death is imminent. 
He is ready to go. 


2. Paul’s record (4:7). What a life! Faithful, full 
and complete (see Ps. 138:8). 


3. Paul’s reward (4:8). In store for him is “the 
crown of righteousness,” which will also be received 
by all those who have loved the Lord’s appearing. 
These verses point out the redeemed destiny of man, 
pointed to in Ecclesiastes and fulfilled in Christ. 





Don’t miss an issue of the 
JOURNAL! Notify the 
business office at least three 
weeks in advance of your 
move. Be sure to give old 
and new addresses. 


Goin’ 


Somewhere ® 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR JUNE 11, 1961 





By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





What About College? 


Scripture Reading— John 8:31-47 
Suggested Hymns— 


“Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 


(Note to Program Leader: Every high school stu- 
dent should be thinking about the time when gradu- 
ation comes, and what course he will follow after 
that great day. This program deals with the matter 
of going to college, and our purpose is to bring up 
some important questions which every college student 
must face, to see if we can provide some answers. You 
will want to have a full discussion, so be sure to let 
the young people express themselves at the places 
in the program where this is suggested.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: What comes after high 
school? A job? Military service? College? Most of 
us have gone to school because it was expected and 
required of us, but as we leave high school we enter 
into a new world—a world in which we will have a 
lot more to say about how our lives are ordered. We 
have important choices to make, and one of these is 
whether we will go on to school in order to prepare 
ourselves for useful citizenship and Christian service. 
How should a Christian young person decide what to 
do? 


FIRST SPEAKER: Let me see if I can answer that. 
Since a Christian is a person who has left all to fol- 
low Christ, it is what Christ wants that matters. In 
other words, we should seek the will of God for our 
lives, and depend on God to lead us into whatever 
He wants us to do. 


PROGRAM LEADER: That sounds good, but 
how can I know what the will of God for me is? 
How can I know whether He wants me to go to col- 
lege, for instance? 


FIRST SPEAKER: That’s a good question. (To 
the group) How can a young person be certain that 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
Possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 





Guest writer: Rev. Loren V. Watson 


Appalachia, Va. 


he should go to college or not? (Discuss this for 
three or four minutes. Keep in mind that God’s will 
is the important thing.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: OK! Hold it! Let’s go on 
to another point. What are some of the things we 
are going to encounter on the college campus—things 
we have not run up against before? 


SECOND SPEAKER: Well, not every one we live 
with is going to be a Christian. People whose lives 
affect us the most will not believe as we do. Of course 
this will not be something new, but I believe that 
in college we will find more people who speak out 
against Christianity, or say that other religions are as 
good. We will run up against people who really be- 
lieve there is no God, or who say you cannot know 
whether there is a God. This will shake our faith 
unless we know where we stand. 


PROGRAM LEADER: What about people who 
say it doesn’t matter what you believe, just so long as 
you are sincere about it? (Discuss the importance of 
what you believe for a few minutes, but do not let it 
get into an argument, or out of hand.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: (After brief discussion is con- 
cluded): Let me try to summarize some of the 
thoughts we might have about the importance of the 
things we believe. A person can believe a thing sin- 
cerely, but be sincerely wrong. For instance, don’t we 
agree that it is necessary for us to believe correctly con- 
cerning Jesus Christ and what He has done for us? 
How can we trust Him as a Person if we do not know 
what kind of Person He is? Or what He did. . . and 
where He is? So it seems to me that our faith in 
Christ as Saviour and Lord is tied in very closely with 
correct belief concerning who He is, what He did and 
what He is doing now. 


PROGRAM LEADER: Right! And this is one rea- 
son why it is important if we go to college, to go to a 
school where those in charge believe the truth con- 
cerning Christ (if we can). Let me bring up another 
good question. How are we going to decide what is 
right and wrong when we get away from home? You're 
on your own a lot at college. What kind of life will 
you live? (Again, let discussion be limited to a few 
minutes.) Let’s hear what has to say about it. 


THIRD SPEAKER: (Do not enter into the pre- 
vious discussion, but save your remarks until now.) 
Well, certainly the truth about what is right and 
wrong will not change to suit us. In the Scripture we 
read awhile ago, Jesus said something about the truth 
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making us free. If we think this means we are free 
to do as we please, we are mistaken, though. When we 
become Christians, we become free to do what God 
pleases, and this is what real freedom is. The only 
right thing in any situation is what God wills, and the 
real question becomes “What does He want me to 
do?” or “How does He want me to act?” Being able 
to do the right thing comes from two sources: our 
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
our intake of the written Word of God—the Bible. 
Christ lives within and works there. The Bible speaks 
from the outside, so to speak, and is our only infallible 


should remember that Christ working in us by His 
Spirit will never lead us contrary to what He has writ- 
ten in His Word. God is not inconsistent with Him- 
self. We should be very thankful that God has given 
to all true believers the resources for living a Christian 
life away from home, even though the temptations to 
compromise will be strong. Let us pray. (Lead in a 
prayer in which you thank God for His Son, Jesus 
Christ, and ask Him to lead young people facing dif- 
ficult decisions such as whether to go to college, and 
where to go.) 


rule of faith and practice. 


PROGRAM LEADER: Yes, that’s right. And we 


Note: 








JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


Plans of Seminary Graduates Are Listed 


(Editor’s note: This year’s gradu- 
ates of Presbyterian seminaries who 
have indicated what work they will 
accept are listed with the location of 
the work to which they have been 
called. Most are going as pastors, but 
some will take other positions. Gradu- 
ates of other seminaries will be listed 
in subsequent issues.) 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 


Emmett Adair, Ruidoso, N. M.; John 
F. Albrecht, Rocksprings, Texas; 
Arthur Allen, Marfa, Texas; Reuben 
Armendariz, Good Shepherd church, 
Dallas, Texas; Thomas N. Bass, Clark- 
ton and Parma, Mo.; Milam Brantley, 
Grace church, San Antonio, Texas. 


Lindy Cannon, Premont, Texas; Sid- 
ney H. Coleman, Jr., Hugo, Okla.; 
Charles R. Galbraith, Donna, Texas; 
Robert W. Haywood, Candor, N. C.; 
Donald Huey, Presbyterian Chapel, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Bobby R. Moon, 
Beacon Hill church, San Antonio, 
Texas. 


Michael F. Murray, Mercedes, Texas; 
James W. Patton, Wetumpka, Ala.; 
Phillip M. Spencer, Sterlington, La., 
and Woodlawn church, Bastrop, La.; 
Charles A. Taylor, Mansfield., La.; 
Davis M. Taylor, Vivian, La.; Joseph 
L. Turner, Hitchcock, Texas. 


Graduate study—Lewis L. Wilkins. 
LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 


C. William Allen, Union, Miss.; R. 
Lane Andrist, McLeansboro, IIl.; Har- 
ley Duane Aslyn, Bridgeport, Pisgah 
and Gilead, Ill.; Don Duane Ball, 
Lisco and Broadwater, Neb.; Hugh 


Barr Berry, New Providence church, 
Harrodsburg, Ky.; Thomas Willet 
Clayton, Prospect church, Meridian, 
Miss. 


Ralph Hensley, Russellville, Ohio; 
James H. Kennedy, Cedar Hill, Mo.; 
Harold W. LeMert, Jr., Sullivan, Ind.; 
Richard W. Lovingood, Wallace Street 
church, Indianapolis, Ind.; Luke H. 
Markve, Albion, III. 


Robert Lee McLeod, St. Marys, Ga.; 
H. William Peterson, Springfield, Ky.; 
Miss Dora Emma Pierce, Hixson, 
Tenn.; Frederick George Reed, Perry- 
ville, Ky.; Thomas Edward Reed, East- 
minster church, New Orleans, La. 


Leo Raymond Schmidt, Roachdale, 
Ind.; Alvin T. Sharp, Providence 
church, Bright, Ind.; John William 
Stull, Ladoga, Ind.; Philip J. Weiler, 
Caldwell, Ohio; Hugh L. White, Law- 
renceburg, Ky. 








HE OFFERINGS MUST BE LOW AGAIN... 
THERE GUES REV. RIPPLE WITH #6 GUM 
ON A STICK ROUTINE’ 











The next two programs will touch on the 
matters of military service and getting a job. 





Graduate study — Thomas Joseph 
Bumpas, Jr., Sidney J. Hormell and 
Robert C. Williams. 





HOME BREAKS GROUND 


MASSANETTA SPRINGS, Va. — 
Ground has been broken for a new 
$225,000 infirmary unit at the Synod 
of Virginia’s Sunnyside Presbyterian 
Home for the Aging. The new wing 
to the home’s existing building will 
house guests needing nursing care. 





CENTRE GETS GRANT 


DANVILLE, Ky. — Centre College 
has received a $50,000 grant from 
the George F. Baker Trust for estab- 
lishment of the George F. Baker 
Scholarship Program at the college. 
The grant is to be used “to seek out 
and assist five or six young men of 
the highest over-all promise for en- 
rollment each year” for the next three 
years. 





RALSTON HAS REVIVAL 


HOUSTON, Texas—The Rev. C. W. 
Solomon of Montreat, N. C., was the 
evangelist for a series of services at 
Ralston Memorial church here. He 
was assisted by the Rev. John Smith 
of Atlanta, Ga., Palmer Fletcher of 
Fort Worth, Miss Margaret Fletcher 
of Washington and Miss Jean Rowan 
of Houston. Among the highlights of 
the meeting was an all-night prayer 
service led by the congregation’s eld- 
ers, deacons and other leaders which 
was attended by 236. 
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PRESBYTERIES MEET 


CONCORD, Tenn. — Knoxville Pres- 
bytery dissolved the Wehutty church 
at Turtletown and made it a chapel 
of the Farner church at the Presby- 
tery’s spring meeting here. Received 
as a candidate for the ministry was 
William Rule, IV, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
William Rule of the Congo Mission. 
The Rev. Donald Swicord was mod- 
erator of the meeting. The next 
meeting is scheduled at Rivermont 
church in Chattanooga. 





VALDESE, N. C.—Charles J. Cur- 
rie, Executive Secretary of the Assem- 
bly’s Board of Annuites and Relief, 
spoke at the spring meeting of Con- 
cord Presbytery, held at the Walden- 
sian church here. The Rev. John A. 
Wilson was moderator, and Ruling 
Elder Harry D. Rhodes of Statesville 
is moderator-nominee for the July 18 
meeting at Bethpage church, Kannap- 
olis. James Edward Carriker of the 
Poplar Tent church was received as 
a candidate for the ministry. 





GET N.S.F. GRANTS 


KERRVILLE, Texas — Three 
Schreiner Institute professors have re- 
ceived National Science Foundation 
grants for summer study. They are: 
Robert W. Carden, who will attend 
the University of Tucson; Harry W. 
Crate, Bucknell University; and Ira 
Robert Sansom, Trinity University. 





SPEAKER IS NAMED 


RABUN GAP, Ga. — Baccalaureate 
speaker at the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
school June 4 will be Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, president of Columbia Semi- 
nary since 1932. 


DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding ) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING—That 
the God in Whom Christians believe 
was revealed exclusively in Jesus 
Christ. One hears: “We believe in 
God as He was revealed in Jesus 
Christ.” Or, “Jesus Christ showed 
men, for the first time, what God was 
like.” Or, “We worship God, revealed 
in Jesus Christ.” 


THE CORRECTION—Each of the 
above affirmations contains truth, but 
each can be interpreted in such fashion 
as to pervert the truth. We believe 
in the God Who revealed Himself to 
Moses; and Elijah; and the prophets. 
We believe in the God who stopped 
the mouths of the lions on Daniel’s 
account; with Whom Enoch walked. 
Jesus Christ was the effulgence (full- 
ness) of the Father, but men did not 
see the Father for the first time in 
Him: “He made known His ways unto 
Moses, His acts unto the children of 
Israel.” And, “God hath spoken in 
sundry times and in divers manners to 
the fathers by the prophets.” Jesus 
Christ revealed God to men in the 
sense that a personal appearance is 
more real than a photograph or a let- 
ter. When one has seen the President 
of the U.S. in the flesh after seeing 
him in a photograph or on TV one 
has, in a sense, a “fuller revelation.” 
But not a NEW one. 


There was almost nothing in Christ’s 
revelation of God, which was brand 
new. The First Commandment (“Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God.. .”) is 
from Deuteronomy; the Second Com- 
mandment (“Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor .. .”) is from Leviticus. 





Shreveport, Louisiana. 





Congregation’s NCC Study Is Published 


Publication of an extensive report on the National Council of Churches 
has been announced by the vestry of St. Mark’s Episcopal church of 
A committee of the congregation’s governing 
body issued the 30,000-word document after studying NCC organization 
and activities over a period of several months. On the basis of the report, 
the vestry requested the Episcopal bishop of Louisiana to take steps to 
withdraw the Protestant Episcopal Church from the NCC. 

The Shreveport Times devoted nearly three pages to the St. Mark’s 
study after the vestry took its action. That issue of the paper was in 
such demand that all available copies were exhausted in a matter of days. 


A printing of the entire report, including extensive quotations from an 
extended conference between the vestry committee and Dr. J. Quinter 
Miller, assistant general secretary of NCC, was then ordered. Price 
per copy is 30 cents. Requests for the reports should be addressed to: 
H. E. Linam, Box 188, Shreveport, La. 








God revealed Himself a God of love 
throughout the Old Testament 
(Hosea). And as for justice and pun- 
ishment—count the numerous refer- 
ences to Hell in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 


Jesus Christ did not come to reveal 
God—He came to save men. He did 
not come to show men what God is 
like—He came to accomplish a work 
for His Father. He did not hang on 
the cross in order to demonstrate 
something about God—He hung there 
to redeem, to ransom, to be a pro- 
pitiation, to save. 


There is unbelief lurking in the 
phrase, ‘‘We worship the God revealed 
by Christ.”” We worship the God Abra- 
ham worshipped; we also worship Jesus 
Christ, just as Thomas did when he 
fell at His feet: “My Lord, and my 
God!” 





Let us remember here that on the whole 
subject of religion one rule of modesty 
and soberness is to be observed, and it is 
this — in obscure matters not to speak or 
think, or even long to know, more than 
the Word of God has delivered.—John 
Calvin. 





Whence the Name? 


‘Crabbottom’ 


Finding a name _ descriptive 
enough seems to have been a prob- 
lem for the first settlers in a beauti- 
ful and fertile valley near Blue 
Grass, Va. “Goshen,” probably 
suggested by the Biblical valley of 
that name, was chosen when the 
area’s Presbyterian congregation 
was organized in 1837. 


By 1870 sessional records showed 
that the name had been changed to 
Crabbottom Presbyterian church. 
By that time the residents were 
calling the section ‘“Crabbottom 
Valley.” Before that came into 
popular usage some of the settlers 
had called the area “Crab apple 
bottom,” perhaps because they 
were greeted by an abundance of 
crab apple trees when they arrived. 


The Rev. A. E. Johnson is cur- 
rent pastor of the church. 


(Another Journal centennial fea- 
ture). 
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Ohildren’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 


12. Bread from Heaven 


DO YOU KNOW—How long God sent the manna? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 16:35. 


WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about the manna? 
THING TO REMEMBER: Christ can satisfy every need of your 
life. John 6:35; Philippians 4:19. 


THE ISRAELITES HAVE NO WATER. 


Exodus 15:22-27; 16:1-3. Cross out the wrong words. 


Moses led the Israelites from the Red Sea into a FOREST 
WILDERNESS (DESERT). They traveled 3 6 9 days 
and found no water. The water at Marah was SOUR BIT- 
TER. Moses obeyed God and cast a STONE TREE into 
the water to sweeten it. They traveled on to Elim where there 
were 3 12. wells and 70 palm trees. 


After leaving Elim the people had to cross another desert. It 
was called ‘““The Wilderness of Sin.”” Here the people began to 
murmur again. This time they murmured against Moses be- 


cause they had no food. The people said, “Ye have brought 
a 1. ee 


this whole assembly with a 


GOD SENDS BREAD FROM HEAVEN. 
Exodus 16:4-15, 31. 


God promised to rain —_ __ __ __ __ from heaven. 
morning many small round things lay on the 
The people called it _. __ __ __ _. 
what he could eat each day. If someone tried to keep it over- 
night it bred worms and ee 
day they were to gather __ __ __ __ __ as much. 


CHRIST IS THE BREAD OF LIFE. 


Jesus taught people that He could satisfy the hunger of every 


heart. He said, “My —._. _.__-__ ___ giveth you the ____ __ __ 
bread from heaven . . . | am the _. __ __ __ __ of life.” 


In the 


Every man was to gather 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Like what did the manna 
taste? Exodus 16:31. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses’, Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif. ) 
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Journal Reprints 
Available 


THEOLOGICAL BEATNIKS 
By G. AIKEN TAYLOR 
30c per dozen or 
$2.00 per 100 postpaid 
WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
By G. AIKEN TAYLOR 


35c per dozen or 
$2.50 per hundred 


THE DISTINCTIVE TEACHINGS 
OF PRESBYTERIANS 
By J. B. GREEN, D.D. 
$1.00 per dozen or 
$6.00 per hundred 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
By J. W. HASSELL, Th.D. 

$1.00 per hundred 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
By J. W. HASSELL, Th.D. 
$1.00 per hundred 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE MORMONS 
By J. W. HASSELL, Th.D. 
$1.00 per hundred 


A LAYMAN LOOKS AT 
THE RESURRECTION 
By L. NELSON BELL 
$1.00 per hundred 


A PHYSICIAN LOOKS AT 
THE VIRGIN BIRTH 
By L. NELSON BELL 
$2.00 per hundred 


NEO-ORTHODOXY AND 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY 
By L. NELSON BELL 
$1.00 per hundred 


ANCHORED OR ADRIFT 
By L. NELSON BELL 
$4.00 per hundred 
WHAT IS A PRESBYTERIAN? 
By J. WAYTE FULTON, JR., D.D. 
$6.00 per hundred 
TELL ME MORE 
ABOUT HEAVEN 


By C. T. CALDWELL, D.D. 
$1.00 per hundred 





ORDER FROM 


THE 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Spooks! 


THE SUBURBAN CAPTIVITY OF 
THE CHURCHES, by Gibson Winter. 
Doubleday & Company, New York, 
N. Y. 216 pp. $3.50. 


The author of this book, of the 
Divinity School of the University of 
Chicago, earned his Ph.D. degree in 
the field of Social Relations and was 
one of the founders of Parishfield, “a 
training center for laymen to relate 
Christianity to the industrial and cul- 
tural life of America’; so he is well 
informed on the very difficult and 
perplexing subject with which he is 
here concerned. His theme is, that the 
large Protestant denominations, in 
abandoning the inner city, with its 
teeming population and numerous 
problems, for the suburbs are not 
only failing to fulfill their mission in 
the inner city but are also bringing 
about their own doom. 


Inasmuch as “inter-dependence is 
the essence of humanity,” the heart 
of the metropolitan area cannot be 
allowed to die spiritually and morally 
without killing the whole. Winter is 
convinced, therefore, that the resi- 
dential or parochial system of Prot- 
estantism must go. The principal posi- 
tive solution to the problem which he 
offers is ‘the sector ministry.” By 
this plan, a church on the rim of the 
inner city would be responsible not 
only for its own immediate area but 
for a sector reaching into the heart of 
the city itself. 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Md. 





NEWBERRY STUDY BIBLE, ed. 
by Thomas Newberry. Kregel Publica- 
tions, Grand Rapids. 1698 pp. $17.50. 


A British publication originally is- 
sued in six volumes in 1886, this work 
has long been out of print. This new 
1960 edition is reproduced complete 
and unbridged in one massive volume. 


Thomas Newberry (1811-1901) was 
one of the Plymouth Brethren. He 
was a scholar of the first order, and 
was highly proficient in the use of 
Hebrew and Greek. There are mar- 
ginal references in Hebrew in the Old 
Testament; and in Greek in the New 
Testament. Newberry studied the 


Scriptures intensively for over twenty- 
five years before deciding to share the 
fruits of his linguistic researches with 
his fellow Christians. 


The King James text is used 
throughout the book, annotated so as 
to bring out the precisions, perfections 
and beauties of the classic languages 
of the original Scriptures. 


One does not have to be a Greek 
or Hebrew student to appreciate the 
shades of meaning and the differences 
in tenses which this Bible indicates 
as being found in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments. On 
the other hand, the linguistic scholar 
will revel in a feast. 


There are intensive studies of the 
Divine Names, with special signs em- 
ployed in the text to show which of 
the Divine Names is employed. There 
is an interesting Harmony of Tenses, 
Moods and Participles in Hebrew, 
Greek and English. At the end of 
the Volume is a supplementary section 
which analyzes the Tabernacle in the 
Wilderness, the Temple of Solomon, 
the Courts of the Temple, and the Di- 
vision of the Land as described in the 
Vision of Ezekiel. These are all il- 
lustrated. The typography, Hebrew, 





Greek and English, are alike a joy to 
the eyes. 


The Foreword to the Bible is 
written by Dr. F. F. Bruce, Professor 
of Bible in the University of Man- 
chester, England, who says, “THE 
NEWBERRY STUDY BIBLE is far 
superior as an aid to Bible study to 
other annotated editions of the King 
James Version.” 


—/(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE 
CHURCH, by E. T. Thompson. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. (Paper) 
48 pp. $1.00. 


Here are two seminary convocation 
lectures delivered to “‘throw some light 
on the social attitudes of the Presby- 
terian Church in the South.” They 
comprise a penetrating analysis of the 
sociological and ethical considerations 
which have affected the last 150 years 
of the Church’s history. They tend to 
suggest that sociological and social- 
ethical considerations are responsible 
for “the distinctive doctrine of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.,” namely 
the Spirituality of the Church (mean- 





The Presbyterian Hymnal, (blue) 
—Published in 1927, this formerly 
official hymnal of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is still in use in a 
large number of churches. Con- 
tains the “great” hymns of the 
Church and an average number of 
Gospel songs. 500 hymns includ- 
ing responses and chants. 


The Hymnal—Published in 1933 
this is the formerly official (still 
the “authorized’’) hymnal of the 
U.P.U.S.A. Church. Consisting of 
513 hymns plus 95 responses, can- 
ticles, etc., it tends to be rather 
“heavy” in content. 


The Hymnbook—Work began on 
this book in 1949. The Reformed 
Church in America (R.C.A.), the 
United Presbyterian Church, the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., the 
Presbyterian Church U.S., and the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church supplied committees to work 
on it. The book appeared in 1955. 
Today’s sponsors are listed as the 
United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 





Hymn Books in Favorite Use in Presbyterian Churches 


the Reformed Church in America. 
Apparently the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church no_ longer 
sponsors the book. It contains 600 
hymns and chants, is very “heavy” 
in content. Responsive Readings 
are almost exclusively in the RSV 
and often “unison.” 


The Service Hymnal—Published 
by the Hope Publishing Co., as early 
as 1935. Contains many hymns and 
Gospel songs. This hymnal pio- 
neered in extensive use of descants. 
For some years has been the most 
popular hymnbook in the Reformed 
Church. Three editions were print- 
ed with the R.C.A. liturgy included. 


Worship and Service Hymnal— 
Published by the Hope Publishing 
Co. in 1957. A revision of the 
Service Hymnal, this book repre- 
sents an extensive effort to up- 
grade the number and quality of 
worship hymns without doing so at 
the expense of the Gospel song. 
Contains 543 hymns and tunes, with 
Responsive Readings in the King 
James.—John H. Muller. 
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ing that the Church should limit its 
interest to spiritual matters). 


The book traces the story of the 
Presbyterian Church through the co- 
lonial period in America, past the 
westward thrust of the frontier, be- 
yond the Civil War and into modern 
times. From a beginning of greatest 
influence in America, the Presbyter- 
ians are shown to have fallen behind 
the Baptists and the Methodists—ac- 
cording to Dr. Thompson—because of 
“the scholastic shape of the Church’s 
doctrines” and because of “the rigidity 
of its policy in the matter of minis- 
terial education.” The “Spirituality of 
the Church” began to preoccupy its 
leaders when the Church found itself 
confronted with the political and social 
questions associated with slavery. 


It has been thus to this day, accord- 
ing to the author. He believes that 
the Church has not acquired a con- 
science respecting its social ethics; 
has not yet faced the consequences of 
the relation between Scriptural teach- 
ings and social problems; has not 
solved the problem of the relation 
between its theology and its social 
mission. The stumbling-block has been 
the (in the author’s opinion) un- 
Calvinistic doctrine of the Spirituality 
of the Church. 


This book traces well the story of 
the Presbyterian Church. And it ac- 
curately describes the spiritual poverty 
and coldness of the Church today. 
Only one thing is missing: the theo- 
logical perspective. The book sees the 
problem of a “middle-class Church, 
lacking a vital relation to the com- 
munity life around it,” not as a prob- 
lem of theology gone to seed but of 
ethics gone to seed. It implies that 
when a Church grows cold and ceases 
to be what it ought to be, the fault 
may be laid at the feet of an over- 
emphasis upon spiritual considerations. 
And it suggests that the solution of 
the problems of a Church suffering 
from spiritual poverty and coldness 
lies in recognizing responsibilities in 
the area of social concern. 


This conclusion runs the risk of put- 
ting works in the place of faith at 
the focal point of religious interest. 


But it isn’t possible to be spiritually 
competent and ethically irresponsible. 
The man (or the Church) who con- 
centrates on “spirituality” and then 
goes about misbehaving doesn’t need 
to have his ethics examined—he needs 
to have his spirituality examined. 


There’s nothing wrong with the 
“Spirituality of the Church” rightly 
conceived as “a proper (and primary) 
spiritual concern above all.” Yet it is 
possible for a Christian to need a bit of 
nudging in the ethical department. And 
the Church that ignores the moral and 
ethical problems of the day needs a 
bit of nudging: “I beseech you, there- 
fore, brethren... !” 


But the author should re-consider 
his history if he means to imply that 
the merger of 1800 and the divisions 
of 1837 and 1852; the failure of the 
reunion in 1954 and the opposition 
to the NCC in 1961—have had no 
purely spiritual dimensions. 


(Moreover the reviewer is per- 
suaded that the “Spirituality of the 
Church” rightly conceived is of the 
essence of Reformed and evangelical 
theology. He has read extensively in 
the writings of the Reformers and 
the Fathers. He does not recall a 
single sermon primarily devoted to 
social ethics.) 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





24 MESSAGES FOR MEN, by J. 
Vernon Jacobs. Standard Publishing 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. 128 pp. 
$1.50. 


This small, inexpensive book will 
solve the problem for the man who 
needs material for the devotional he 
is asked to give at a Board Meeting, 
banquet or meeting of the Men of the 
Church. It is one that offers fine, 
inspirational thoughts for civic lunch- 
eon gatherings. It includes program 
outlines, hymns, prayers, Bible refer- 
ences, and 24 thought-provoking short 
talks. A leader will present a stim- 
ulating, and challenging message if 
he follows any one of these devotional 
talks. 


—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 





THE INEXTINGUISHABLE BLAZE, 
by A. Skevington Wood. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids. 256 pp. $3.75. 


Here is indeed a heart-warming ac- 
count of the spiritual renewal and 
advance in the 18th century. The 
author, Minister of Southlands Meth- 
odist Church, York, England; and 
President of the British Christian En- 
deavor Union, skillfully and critically 
traces the course of the stirrings of 


God’s Spirit from the earliest awaken- 
ings in Wales and America down to 
the close of that century. 


One cannot escape the sense that 
history is repeating itself, at least in 
the author’s bold picture of the need 
of revival, and the impotence of the 
organized Church to meet the crisis 
as the 18th century dawned. And as 
one reads of the gradual workings of 
the Spirit of God in one place and 
another he finds his heart crying to 
God that He repeat those same re- 
markable acts of the Spirit in the 
present generation. 


—(Rev.) J. Leo Hall 
Bristol, Tenn. 





THE POWER OF HIGH PUR- 
POSE, by William H. Mikesell. War- 
ner Press, Anderson, Indiana. 128 pp. 
N. P. 


This author sees the lack of pur- 
pose as the cause of most of today’s 
futility and frustrations. Dr. Mike- 
sell is a minister as well as a psychol- 
ogist, and writes with both perspec- 
tives in view. While there are some 
good insights into human nature and 
problems, and the book is well writ- 
ten, the solution too often involves 
too much tapping of basic human re- 
sources. There is a sort of “boot- 
strap” theology which either over- 
looks or refuses to face the terrible 
effect of sin upon the human heart: 
too much “what I do in my own 
strength,” not enough “what God, by 
His grace, will do in me through 
Christ.” 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





Invest 


in lives UO 
and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 





§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
a Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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MINISTERS 


Donald C. Graham, Pensacola, Fila., 
has accepted a call to the Bethany 
church, Ft. Lauderlade, Fla. 
Richard P. Keeton, Knoxville, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to the Bethel 
church, Kingsport, Tenn. 

George H. Farr, Corbin, Ky., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Guerrant Me- 
morial church, Jackson, Ky. 

Henry Neill Segrest, Jr., East Tal- 
lassee, Ala., has been called to the 
Oak Park church, Montgomery, Ala. 
David M. H. Richmond has resigned 
as campus minister at Texas Tech, 
Lubbock, Tex., in order te engage 
in graduate work. 

R. Earle Price, formerly of the 
Chapel Hills church, Dallas, Tex., 
has joined the staff of Texas Pres- 
byterian Foundation in Dallas. 


Donald B. Bailey from Kingstree, 
S. C., to First church, Huntsville, 
Ala. 


ELDERS 


The Session of the Geneva, Ala., 
church has memorialized one of its 
members, George A. Ward, who died 
in April, 1961. 


T. Emmett Anderson, trustee of 
Mountain Retreat Association and 
Montreat College, elder in Hyde 
Park church, Tampa, died in Tampa, 
Fla., April 25. 





LETTERS 


APPLES AND BIBLE SCHOOLS 


After a recent VBS Institute I was 
expressing my disappointment in the 
literature to the leader of one depart- 
ment. I mentioned that I felt the 
literature rather badly represented 
Presbyterianism, a remark to which 
she took exception. She said that it 
was indeed Presbyterian as it had the 
approval of Richmond (even though 
it plainly bore the label of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches). 


In other words, hang a sign saying 
“apple tree” on that old scrub pine, 
and those things falling to the ground 





are apples! They don‘t feel like ap- 
ples, they don’t taste like apples, and 
they do not reproduce apples, but the 
sign says “apples,” so shut up and 
get out of here. 


—Virginia. 


We hesitate to recommend literature 
to replace that produced by our own 
Church. But when the literature rec- 
ommended by the Church is from an- 
other or from the NCC we don’t hesi- 
tate to suggest other possibilities. 
Write us.—Ed. 





MEMOIRS OF FIRST ASSEMBLY 


The feature about the Bath church 
(May 10, p. 7) was of special interest 
to me as my grandfather, Gideon 
Dowse, was an elder in the Bath 
church in the years before and shortly 
after the War Between the States.... 
I am enclosing an excerpt from the 
journal of Rosa Dowse, his daughter 
and my aunt, which tells of her attend- 
ance at the first General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., at 
Augusta. .. . She was eighteen. 


“I went to Augusta the 8rd of 
December to attend the first General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the Confederate States of America. 
Cousin Ruth Harlowe, Aunt Phi and 
I went up together on the freight train. 
A passenger car had been attached 
for our especial benefit. We went up 
about 2 o’clock p.m and reached Au- 
gusta at 5 o’clock. Dr. Palmer of 
N.O., Dr. C. C. Jones, and Dr. LeConte 
were on board the cars: delegates to 
the General Assembly. ... 


“We attended all the meetings ex- 
cept at night. We went in only two or 
three times at night. 


“The great Dr. Palmer preached the 
opening sermon Wednesday morning, 
11:00 a.m., Dec. 4. I must confess I 
was disappointed, but it was entirely 
owing to my own fault, as I have 
heard it pronounced one of the ablest 
sermons ever delivered upon any oc- 
casion. My disappointment arose from 
the fact that the substance of his dis- 
course was too profound for me (Edi- 
tor’s note: Dr. Palmer preached on 
“The Headship of Christ” from Eph. 
1:22-23). It was more calculated to 
suit the minds and intellects of the 
ministers and D.D.’s. I heard him 


again the following Sabbath and words 
are inadequate to express my delight. 
I was perfectly charmed, having never 
listened to such eloquence. 
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“Dr. Thornwell, who is considered 
the greatest man in our Church, was 
there, but did not preach,at all; his 
extremely delicate health would not 
permit of his doing so. Although de- 
nied the pleasure of hearing him 
preach, we listened to a great many 
eloquent speeches from him... .” 


—Miss Tallulah Dowse 
Cleburne, Tex. 





POTPOURRI 


In this world of confusion politically 
and religiously the Journel presents, 
according to my faith and views, the 
true Biblical and Calvinistic aspect of 
Christianity. Others may differ, but 
that is their choice. 


—Henry Johnson 
Ellsworth, Iowa 


You may be surprised how few dif- 
fer.—Ed. 





I remember with nostalgia the old 
days, under our wonderful and much 
beloved pastor, the Wednesday night 
prayer meetings, the weddings of 
young people you knew, the lawn 
parties, the Sunday School gatherings, 
the gold stars for attendance, the dig- 
nity of the baptisms, the fun of laugh- 
ing (as a ten year old) at Mrs. Brown’s 
high notes in the choir, the beautiful 
symmetry of the inside of the church 

. . and the rest. ... The spirituality 
of the church was then a joy to us all. 


—Mrs. W. Rosser Taylor 
Hampton, Va. 


The leisurely days are gone... 
and much of the spirituality. We will 
never recover the leisure but our 
prayer is that we will recover the 
spirituality.—Ed. 
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ANY RELIGIOUS Book 
MAY BE 


ORDERED FROM 
The 


Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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